Effect of folic acid deficiency on nonspecific immunity (phagocytic activity and nitroblue - tetrazolium reduction).
Fifty three critically ill patients (two of the following criteria : thyroxin - binding - prealbumin less than or = to 24 mg/dl, creatinin - height - index less than or = to 80 percent and transferrin less than or = to 225 mg/dl) were divided into two groups according to the level of folic acid (FA). Group A consisted of 29 with FA less than or = to 3 ng/ml and group B of 24 with FA greater than 3 ng/ml. The phagocytic activity (PA) was significantly lower in group A and significantly corrected by AB sera, whereas the NBT reduction capacities were within the normal range. A correlation is shown between PA and level of FA as well in autologous sera as in AB sera.